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Established in 1881, South Dakota State University is the State's first land-grant 

university and South Dakota's largest institution, most comprehensive higher education 

institution. SDSU has an enrollment of more than 12,500 students from all 50 states 

and 70 countries. Students can choose from 74 majors, 42 specializations, 67 master’s 

degree programs, 13 Ph.D. programs and two professional doctorates. The university also offers courses 

at various off-campus sites as well as undergraduate and graduate programs online through the Office 

of Continuing and Extended Education. SDSU is accredited by the North Central Association for Colleges 

and Schools.  

The University is organized into 6 degree-granting colleges: College of Agriculture & Biological Sciences, 

College of Arts & Sciences, College of Education & Human Sciences, Jerome J. Lohr College of 

Engineering, College of Nursing and the College of Pharmacy. University College, the Van D. and Barbara 

B. Fishback Honors College and the Graduate School offer additional educational opportunities for 

students.  

Research has been a part of South Dakota State’s core mission since the passage of the Hatch Act in 

1887, establishing the state agricultural experiment stations. In 2006, SDSU was designated as the 

state’s first high research-activity institution by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 

Teaching. Highlights of research and academic programs at SDSU include: 

 Approximately 400 undergraduates enrolled in the Fishback Honors college, which connects 

them to exciting research opportunities; 

 More than 1,600 graduate and professional students enrolled in 43 programs offered in six 

colleges; 

 Approximately 300 Ph.D. students in nursing, geospatial science and engineering, computational 

sciences and statistics, electrical engineering, wildlife and fisheries, pharmaceutical sciences, 

nutritional sciences, chemistry, plant science, animal sciences, sociology and biological sciences; 

 Faculty leadership in research through programs such as the Sun Grant Initiative and the 

Geospatial Science Center of Excellence; 

 228 invention disclosures, 65 patents filled, 14 patents issued and 28 license agreements 

executed over the last five years through the SDSU Technology Transfer Office, with more than 

$8 million in license revenue, and 

 Industry partnerships through the Research Park at South Dakota State University that enable 

technology transfer and stimulate economic development for the state. 

The student-faculty ratio at South Dakota State University is just under 19:1. The most popular majors at 

South Dakota State University include: Registered Nursing/Registered Nurse; Animal Sciences, General; 

Economics, General; Consumer Economics; and Mechanical Engineering.  

  



Research Culture 

SDSU currently ranks among the Midwest's top research universities, our primary strengths include 

agriculture, engineering, human health and nutrition, renewable energy, pharmaceutical 

sciences, geospatial information sciences, environmental sciences, and many other fields. Some 

basic points of pride specifically about SDSU research include: 

 SDSU has the most active research program in the state with nearly $70 million in research 
expenditures; 

 SDSU’s ranking by the National Science Foundation has improved from 195th place in 2005 to 
175th in 2011; 

 SDSU is the home of four active Governors Research Centers; 

 Approximately 33% of grants and contract expendidures at SDSU come from the USDA and the 
National Science Foundation, and  

 More than 45% of grants and contract expenditures at SDSU are within the College of 
Agricluture and Biological Sciences and the Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering. 

Alumni from the university's research community have been noted for several scientific achievements, 
including: 

 The establishment of the nation's first on-campus research facility for ethanol fuel production by 
Paul Middaugh. 

 The invention of the Briggs & Stratton internal-combustion engine by Stephen Foster Briggs. 
 The development of the IBM 360 computer by Gene Myron Amdahl.  
 The founding of Daktronics, Inc. by electrical engineering professors Aelred Kurtenbach and 

Duane Sander.  
 The creation of Cookies and Cream ice cream by the university's dairy science department. 
 The design of the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System by civil engineer Carrie Buthe. 
 Serving as professor and Ruth Merns Chair in Biochemistry at the Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine of Yeshiva University, in addition to being elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences, Vern Schramm. 

Office of Nursing Research  
Advancing the Science and Art of Nursing 

Researchers at SDSU College of Nursing seek to describe, explain, predict and ultimately 

improve health and quality of life for rural and underserved populations. Our faculty and students 

are engaged in scientific inquiry with diverse methods and transdisciplinary teams. 

  



Athletics 

Both the men's and women's sports teams are officially referred to as the 

Jackrabbits. The homecoming celebration, Hobo Day, is "The Biggest One-

Day Event in the Dakotas." The 250+ member SDSU Marching Band, "The 

Pride of the Dakotas" has marched in the 1981 and 1997 Presidential 

Inaugural Parades in Washington, D.C.; A Capital Fourth in 2000 in Washington DC which was broadcast 

on PBS; the 2003 and 2008 Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, California making them the 

second collegiate band in the history of the Rose Bowl to be invited to march twice when their team was 

not competing; and the Korean War Monument Dedication at the state's capital Pierre in 2004, in the 

company of two other college bands and 60-some high school bands from across the state. SDSU 

participates in athletics as a member of NCAA Division I, competing in the Summit League for most 

sports, the Missouri Valley Football Conference (FCS), the Western Wrestling Conference and Varsity 

Equestrian. The Jackrabbits have 21 varsity sports and numerous intramural and club teams. 

 

Museums and Botanical Garden 

The University is home to the South Dakota Art Museum whose collections 

include early masterpieces of Native American Tribal art, the famed Harvey 

Dunn paintings of pioneer life, and the exclusive Vera Way Marghab Linen 

Collection. The State Agricultural Heritage Museum is also part of the 

campus and houses exhibits that record and preserve the rural heritage of 

South Dakota. On the other side of campus resides McCrory Gardens and the South Dakota Arboretum. 

McCrory Gardens is a botanical garden operated and maintained by the Plant Science Department of 

South Dakota State University Encompassing 74 acres, the gardens are one of only 13 nationwide to be 

designated as an All-American Display Garden. 

 

      City of Brookings 

SDSU is located in Brookings, South Dakota; a thriving community of 

approximately 22,000, near the east central border of South Dakota 

on Interstate 29. The city has an excellent K-12 education system, is 

accessible to major medical facilities, has an active cultural and 

social environment, and has numerous lakes and parks within driving 

distance. It is 50 miles north of Sioux Falls, a city approaching a 

population of 150,000. 

 


